


CHURTON PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Meeting of the Council held at CHURTON VILLAGE HALL, on TUESDAY 13th January 2026 AT 7.30 PM.
Present:  Cllr D Rudd (Chair), Cllr P Thacker, Cllr L Green, Cllr N Holland, Cllr K Cundill, Cllr P Hadfield.
In Attendance: Borough Cllr A Waddelove, 1 member of the public, the Clerk.
                                                
1. Apologies for Absence: Cllr Claire Shaw.
2. Declarations of Interest: None received.
3.Public Participation: 
Item 7 (ii) brought forward: To receive any Fibre broadband rollout update: Cllr Davies reported that there was still no contract signed with discussions ongoing. Roll out to Churton was still commercially unviable and as such reliant on Government funding. Poles put up that day were deemed permitted development. Consultation was not required but communication would have been appreciated. The last conversation with Digital Cheshire regarding the voucher scheme had revealed that only about one third of properties were on the list.   The scope of properties included needed to be as wide as possible. Accurate lists were available but the data needed to be used. The two main issues were making sure it happened and better communication with some appreciation and respect for those in the vicinity.
Cllr Waddelove, on Openreach improving communications, advised that if there wasn’t even any communication with Digital Cheshire it was unlikely that there would be any communication with residents.
On a positive note, residents would be able to use any provider with Openreach which was not the case with Freedom Fibre.
4.  Police Update: 
i)A reduction of 87 PCSOs had been confirmed by the Chief Constable. Cheshires Police Crime Commissioner had stated that he has ‘saved’ 10 of that number from redundancy but was currently consulting (via a public survey) on a 13.9% increase on Council tax bills in a drive to ‘save’ all 87 PCSOs. 
PC Gardner (Farndon Ward) had contacted the Clerk reference the changes coming in relation to PCSO deployment although no further details were currently available. His plan was to attend a parish meeting within the ward over the coming months with a view to picking a different one every 4 months. The Clerk had responded to PC Gardner expressing concern that this model potentially meant a two-year gap between meetings with individual parishes and requesting he consider the model previously being considered of a quarterly cluster meeting held that all parishes could ‘drop in’ to.
Resolved: Noted.
5. Borough Councillors report. 
Cllr Waddelove was in attendance and reported:
i)Siding out on Churton Road had been carried out following a successful bid for funding (from the corner of Stannage Lane to the 30-mph zone heading into Churton from Farndon). Resolved: Noted.
ii)An outline planning application had been lodged with CWAC for a proposed development of 90 homes off Barton Road in Farndon by Vistry Group with a consultation deadline of 13 February. There was to be a village meeting held on the evening of 28 January. Resolved: Cllr Hadfield to put together a comment on behalf of Churton Parish Council and forward to the Clerk for submission to CWaC Planning.
iii)Aldford mast was about to go in for planning. Resolved: Noted.
iv) Hob Lane access: He had contacted Highways and they had pledged a feasibility assessment with any identified actions in the next financial year. Resolved: Noted.
6. Minutes of last meeting (11 November 2025).  Resolved as agreed.
Proposed: Cllr D Rudd         Seconded: Cllr   P Thacker
7. Matters Arising
i)Defibrillator access/installation/positioning update:
Cllr Cundill reported that The White Horse had instructed their electrician to move the new defibrillator to the front of the building and had also agreed to fund the repositioning.
It was noted that the old defibrillator outside the village hall needed removing and it was agreed that Cllr Cundill would put a notice on it confirming its status and the availability of the new one outside The White Horse.
There was a discussion regarding whether the access code to the new defibrillator outside The White Horse should be marked on it. Resolved: The code should be displayed clearly on the cabinet and Cllr Cundill would ensure that this was done.
Concern was raised that the cabinet did not appear to light up. Resolved: Cllr Cundill would investigate the light situation and also check the battery and heater were functioning properly and in good order.
[bookmark: _Hlk208356739]ii)Fibre broadband rollout update:  Dealt with under public participation.
iii) Wi-Fi install in village hall update:  Cllr Cundill confirmed that the grant had been secured and installation needed to be complete by the end of March. Resolved: Noted.
iv)Newsletter: Noted: Circulated.
v) Chester Road speeding: Traffic calming measures and deployment of community speed gun going forward: No further update. Resolved: Clerk to ask Cllr Shaw for details of resident who had previously indicated an interest.
vi)Community Resilience Plan: Noted: Nothing to report.
vii) Remembrance, poppies, and wreath going forward: Resolved:  To be raised on next agenda (Cllr Shaws item).
8. Accounts
Resolved: That the payment of salaries and expenses, the payment of invoices for goods received and services rendered be approved.  Current balance at 11 January 2026 was £7547.66. 
Proposed Cllr P Hadfield              Seconded Cllr L Davies.
9. Budget / Precept Setting for 2026/2027.
Members agreed unanimously to set a precept of £6500 for the financial year 2026/2027.
Proposed: Cllr K Cundill              Seconded: Cllr N Holland
10. Planning Matters Planning applications/decisions received by the Parish Council since/outstanding from the last meeting:
To note: Existing applications where decision still awaited:
[bookmark: _Hlk187013959]24/03608/LBC Churton Hall Farm Pump Lane Churton by Aldford Conversion of agricultural barns to 10 no. dwellings with associated work space (Use Class 3) and offices (Use Class E (g)) and erect Care Farm hub building (Sui Generis use), with demolition of agricultural buildings and structures, formation of hardstanding’s, pedestrian routes and parking areas, formation of new access and driveway from Chester Road and landscaping and ancillary works.
24/03276/FUL Churton Hall Farm Pump Lane Churton by Aldford To convert agricultural barns to 10 no. dwellings with associated work space (Use Class 3) and offices (Use Class E (g)) and erect single storey Care Farm hub building (Sui Generis use), with demolition of agricultural buildings and structures, formation of hardstanding’s, pedestrian routes and parking areas, formation of new access and driveway from Chester Road and landscaping and ancillary works. 
New applications:   None received.
Decisions: 
Withdrawn: 22/01578/FUL Edgerley Farm Edgerley Lane Churton New livestock shed for calf housing, extension to an existing livestock shed and extension to existing yard area and boundary fencing.
Application in neighbouring Parish of Farndon of interest to Churton Parish: REFUSALS:24/00954 The Barnyard Marsh Lane Kings Marsh Chester CH3 6NG Retrospective planning application for conversion of existing building to a dwelling and construction of stable and manege. (Refusal decision issued 31 January 2025). PP- 12623460. Enforcement notice issued during October 2025. Resolved: Clerk to advise Farndon Parish Council (at their February meeting) of Churton Parish Councils continued/ongoing concerns with this case.
Cllrs Hadfield and Davies raised two applications that were not on the list of applications published on the agenda. The Clerk advised that there had not been any notification to the Parish Council of either case. Resolved: Clerk to investigate via CWaC planning as to why no notifications had been received.
11. Neighbourhood Development Plan.
Cllr Hadfield reported that it was hoped to have a first draft of the document ready for the next meeting with a view to garnering comments from residents by the end of March/beginning of April.
Resolved: Noted.
12. Village Hall Update.
i)Recycling coffee pods: Resolved: To be raised on next agenda (Cllr Shaws request).
ii)Summer fete: Resolved: To be raised on next agenda (Cllr Shaws request).
iii) Additional bins for recycling. Resolved: Cllr Cundill to investigate
iv)Hall insurance: Cllr Cundill reported that there had been correspondence with the estate. Resolved: Put on next agenda for an update.
13. Correspondence.
Circulated on email by Clerk between meetings.
i)Invitation to renew insurance received. Resolved: To renew with current provider for a further year.
ii) 11 October 2026 MBNA Chester Marathon and Metric Marathon to be held.
iii) 7 June 2026 Deva Triathlon to be held.
ii and iii resolved noted.
14. Standing Consideration of Highway Matters. 
i)Traffic flow on Hob Lane: Dealt with at Item 5 (iv).
ii)No entry signs New Lane: Noted that there was ‘no entry’ signage by the stud farm but turning left out of Walnut Croft there was nothing on the junction saying ‘no exit’. Resolved: Clerk would take this up with Highways when the quarterly teams meetings started.
iii)Pump Lane hole: The original hole had been dealt with but exploratory works by the contractor had identified another issue further down the lane which was currently cordoned off. Resolved: Clerk to ask Network Steward for an update.
15. Date of next meeting: Tuesday 10 March 2026 at 7.30pm at Churton Village Hall. Apologies tendered in advance from Cllr P Hadfield.





