


CHURTON PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Meeting of the Council held at CHURTON VILLAGE HALL, on TUESDAY 10th March 2026 AT 7.30 PM.
Present:  Cllr D Rudd (Chair), Cllr P Thacker, Cllr L Green, Cllr N Holland, Cllr K Cundill.
In Attendance: Borough Cllr A Waddelove, 1 member of the public, Mrs C Taylor Clerk.
                                                
1. Apologies for Absence: Cllr Claire Shaw, Cllr P Hadfield, Mr E Barnston.
2. Declarations of Interest: Cllr Rudd declared an interest in Agenda Item 9 25/03973/LBC Church House Pump Lane Churton by Aldford Installation of solar panels to the east and west facing rear roof slopes.
3.Public Participation: Nothing raised.
4.  Police Update: 
The Clerk advised that the recently reported proposed significant reduction in PCSO numbers from 87 to 27 in Cheshire had been deliberated further and the outcome had been that 57 of the original 87 PCSOs would be retained by increasing the policing precept for 2026-27.
PC Gardner (Farndon Ward) would be attending the Farndon Parish Council April meeting and the Clerk would be requesting he reconsider the model previously being considered of a quarterly cluster meeting for all Farndon Ward parishes. 
Resolved: Noted.

5. Borough Councillors report. Cllr Waddelove was in attendance and reported:
i)Following the siding out, the pavement between Stannage Lane and Churton had been resurfaced. CWaC would be returning to clear the gullies. Resolved: Noted.
ii)Concerns had been received from businesses and residents about poor communication around roadworks in the Farndon Ward and he had written to the Director of Highways and Transport to express those concerns and request an explanation as to how residents and businesses would be properly notified going forward. A full response was awaited .Resolved: Noted.
iii) Budget Council: Takeaways: *4.99% Council tax increase. *Cuts to the Highways Budget with only £46,000 extra for the pothole fund *an attempt to expand the gully maintenance budget by £241,000 to help prevent flooding rejected *an attempt to invest in fly tipping enforcement rejected. 
Resolved: Noted.
iv)Potholes: In answer to time management/cost questions he advised that there was a job reference created for each pothole and a repair cost in the region of £600 per pothole. Resolved: Noted.

6. Minutes of last meeting (13 January 2026).  Resolved as agreed.
Proposed: Cllr L Green         Seconded: Cllr   K Cundill
7. Matters Arising
i)Defibrillator outside The White Horse access/positioning/custodianship: status of old equipment outside Churton Village Hall: Removal of Churton defibrillator from Grosvenor Estate community defibrillator location map.
Cllr Rudd reported that he had met with the electrician and he was going to quote to move the new defibrillator currently outside The White Horse to a more accessible/prominent position on the building exterior. The electrician had now turned the light on in the new cabinet. The Manager at The White Horse was currently registered as the custodian on The Circuit. Resolved: Rob Selby, Tattenhall First Responder, to be asked if he would make contact with the Manager to run through the use, care, and custodianship responsibilities of the defibrillator.
The electrician was also going to quote to terminate the old defibrillator currently outside Churton Village Hall.
The Churton defibrillator had now been removed from the Grosvenor Estate community defibrillator location map. Resolved:  New Churton defibrillator location map needed for noticeboards and website and the access code to be displayed clearly on the cabinet.
[bookmark: _Hlk208356739]ii)Fibre broadband rollout update:  It was noted that Open Reach had been busy installing cable in the previous few days. Cllr Green had been in contact with Mike Dugine, CWaC Digital Sector Specialist who had said he would keep them on his radar and revert to the Parish Council if/when a contract was produced. Resolved: Noted.
iii) Wi-Fi install in village hall update:  Cllr Cundill confirmed that the installation was complete and just needed a sim card commission. Resolved: Noted.
iv)Deployment of community speed gun: No current group in existence to deploy. Resolved: Noted.
v)Community Resilience Plan: Noted: Nothing to report.
vi) Remembrance, poppies, and wreath going forward: Resolved:  To be raised on next agenda.
8. Accounts
Resolved: That the payment of salaries and expenses, the payment of invoices for goods received and services rendered be approved.  Current balance at 10 March 2026 was £5891.29. 
Proposed Cllr D Rudd              Seconded Cllr P Thacker.
9. Planning Matters Planning applications/decisions received by the Parish Council since/outstanding from the last meeting:
To note: Existing applications where decision still awaited:
[bookmark: _Hlk187013959]24/03608/LBC Churton Hall Farm Pump Lane Churton by Aldford Conversion of agricultural barns to 10 no. dwellings with associated work space (Use Class 3) and offices (Use Class E (g)) and erect Care Farm hub building (Sui Generis use), with demolition of agricultural buildings and structures, formation of hardstanding’s, pedestrian routes and parking areas, formation of new access and driveway from Chester Road and landscaping and ancillary works.
24/03276/FUL Churton Hall Farm Pump Lane Churton by Aldford To convert agricultural barns to 10 no. dwellings with associated work space (Use Class 3) and offices (Use Class E (g)) and erect single storey Care Farm hub building (Sui Generis use), with demolition of agricultural buildings and structures, formation of hardstanding’s, pedestrian routes and parking areas, formation of new access and driveway from Chester Road and landscaping and ancillary works. 
New applications:   
25/03973/LBC Church House Pump Lane Churton by Aldford Installation of solar panels to the east and west facing rear roof slopes.
26/00250/FUL Churton Lodge Bungalow Chester Road Churton by Aldford Demolition of existing garden wall and pizza oven, erection of detached garage block and garden wall, and driveway to be widened.
Decisions: 
Approved: 25/03683/FUL Churton Mount Hob Lane Churton by Aldford Replace existing timber frame windows with PVC-u white framed to all elevations.
Application in neighbouring Parish of Farndon of interest to Churton NOTIFICATION OF APPEAL:  26/00006/ENF: APP/A0665/C/25/3376531: 23/00038/ENTPLN Appeal start date 6 January 2026. Appeal to be determined on the basis of a hearing on 24 March 2026. Enforcement: 24/00954 The Barnyard Marsh Lane Kings Marsh Chester CH3 6NG Retrospective planning application for conversion of existing building to a dwelling and construction of stable and manege. Refusal decision issued 31 January 2025. PP- 12623460. Reinforcement notice served 4 November 2025 to take effect 4 December 2025. 
[bookmark: _Hlk224125080]25/03393/OUT Land Off Barton Road Farndon: CPC comment had been submitted on this outline application for up to 90 houses made in neighbouring Parish of Farndon. 
26/00424/OUT Land at Crewe Lane Farndon: Application made in neighbouring Parish: An outline planning application had been lodged with CWAC for a proposed development of up to 40 houses off Crewe Lane in Farndon by Orchard House Planning Group with a consultation deadline of 31 March. There was to be a village meeting held (date tbc). Resolved: Noted.
Cllrs Hadfield and Davies had raised two applications at the January meeting that were not on the list of applications published on the agenda. The Clerk had advised that there had not been any notification to the Parish Council of either application. The Clerk had subsequently enquired via CWaC planning as to why no notifications had been received. An apology had been forthcoming for issues sending notifications out to Churton Parish Council which had now been rectified. Resolved: Noted.
10. Neighbourhood Development Plan 2026/2041.
Cllr Hadfield had circulated the first draft of the document ready for discussion/further amendment/approval by CPC Members at the March meeting with a view to consulting with residents by the end of March/beginning of April. Potentially for approval 2026 and referendum 2027 to coincide with May 2027 elections. Resolved: CPC approve the document for consultation in its present format. Proposed Cllr P Thacker   Seconded Cllr N Holland.
11. Village Hall Update.
i)Recycling: Resolved: Cllr Cundill to speak to Cllr Shaw regarding coffee pods and printer cartridge recycling. He would also look to label up the current bins outside the hall to better facilitate the segregation of recyclables generated from hall use.
ii)Summer fete: Resolved: as an alternative, Cllr Rudd to speak to The White Horse to ascertain what their plans /dates were for Churton Fest this year.
12. Correspondence. Circulated on email by Clerk between meetings.
i)The White Horse: A wooden structure had been erected to cover the outdoor seating area, several people had asked if any permissions were required as it was in a Conservation Area. The Parish Council could only confirm that they had not received any notification from CWaC Planning. Resolved: Clerk to write to Elite Bistros to ask if they had looked into this.
ii)Suggested car share/lift scheme: Resolved: As it was felt this would be hard to organise Cllrs would offer any available transport informally via village social media platforms such as WhatsApp groups.
iii) River Dee – Tree Planting by Barnston Estate. Resolved as noted and approved of.
iv)Community Governance Review: (Churton Boundary Review): An Initial Consultation had taken place 3 February 2026 and the draft recommendations would be used in stage 2 of the consultation. Resolved: Noted. Clerk to keep Members updated. 
13. Standing Consideration of Highway Matters. Members may raise any issues.
i)Highways road closure signage and communications. Dealt with at Agenda item 5(ii).
ii)Current pothole repair policy. Dealt with at Agenda item 5(iv).
iii)Worn or missing road markings. Resolved: Cllr Thacker to let Cllr Waddelove have locations and he would report.
iv)Flowers for village. Members discussed suggestion of baskets/troughs. Resolved: Verges were too narrow for baskets or troughs with planting of bulbs/wild flowers preferable.
v)Traffic flow on Hob Lane. Highways had pledged a feasibility assessment with any identified actions in the next financial year. Resolved: Clerk to discuss further at scheduled meeting with Highways. 
vi) No entry signs New Lane: Noted that there was ‘no entry’ signage by the stud farm but turning left out of Walnut Croft there was nothing on the junction saying ‘no exit’.  Resolved: Road markings require assessing. Clerk to discuss further at scheduled meeting with Highways. 
vii)Entry signs into Churton. Reported as in need of cleaning. Resolved: Cllrs Green and Holland offered to clean them.
viii)Concern was raised regarding the footpath through the fields by the Stud farm having been over sprayed when the field was sprayed by Grosvenor Farms. Resolved: Sarah Dawson, Grosvenor Estate, gave some assurances that whatever had been sprayed would be compliant/not harmful but would make enquiries of Grosvenor Farms Manager.
14. Date of next meeting: Tuesday 12 May 2026 at 7.30pm at Churton Village Hall. This will be the Annual General Meeting.





