


CHURTON PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Annual General Meeting of the Council held at CHURTON VILLAGE HALL, on TUESDAY 13 May 2025 AT 7.30 PM.
Present:  Cllr D Rudd, Cllr P Thacker, Cllr K Cundill, Cllr C Shaw, Cllr N Holland.
In Attendance: Cllr A Waddelove, S Dawson representing Grosvenor Estate, and C Taylor (Clerk).
                                                
PART 1
1. Apologies for Absence: Cllr L Green.
2. Election of Chairman: Cllr D Rudd – Nominated by Cllr C Shaw, Seconded by Cllr P Thacker.
3. Acceptance of Office: The elected Chairman signed the Acceptance of Office form.
4. Election of Vice Chairman: Cllr P Thacker – Nominated by Cllr K Cundill, Seconded by Cllr C Shaw. 
5. Declarations of Interest: None received.
6.Public Participation: Cllr Thacker reported that residents had again raised concerns regarding speeding through the village. Some signs were obscured, in particular the 30mph sign entering the village from the Aldford direction. TWM had ceased to trade and the planned site visit had not therefore happened. Resolved: Grosvenor Estate to address the 30mph sign. Traffic management to be addressed on July agenda.
7. Police Update: PCSO McKevitt not in attendance. Report circulated before meeting.
8. Borough Councillors report.  Cllr Waddelove reported:
i)Well done expressed to all who had organised the VE 80 Day commemoration/celebration.
ii)The 50mph speed limit on Sibbersfield Lane was due to be implemented in the next 4 weeks.
iii)Mobile phone mast at Aldford was going out to consultation and then hopefully to planning prior to tender.
iv)Ultrafast Broadband: No news, waiting for next scheme.
v)Wi-Fi in village hall: Mike Dugine had indicated that he may be able to access some funding even though the initial scheme had ended.
Resolved: Cllr Cundill would write to Mike to confirm that the hall was interested in progressing. 
vi)Devolution: Expectation was that it would go through, it had already been accepted as a priority programme by Government.
9. Minutes of last meeting (11 March 2025).  Resolved as agreed.
Proposed: Cllr K Cundill    Seconded: Cllr D Rudd
10. Matters Arising.
i) VE Day commemoration feedback: Cllr Shaw reported: Event had been very successful and just over £1000 had been raised. Resolved: Thanks given to all who had organised and participated.
ii)Dog fouling bin update: Clerk reported: CWaC had advised that the bin was programmed to be moved at the end of March and this had been actioned. Resolved: Noted. Cllr Shaw to cost up an additional bin for Edgerley/Pump Lane junction.
iii)CWAC Community Resilience Plan update:Cllr Shaw reported: Work in progress. Resolved: Noted.
iv)Defibrillator update: Cllr Cundill reported: The White Horse was happy to have the defibrillator relocated to them. Cllr Cundill had obtained an electrical quote and The White Horse was checking with their own contractor that it was in order to proceed with that quote. Looking to move the defibrillator across in the next 4 weeks.   Resolved: Noted.
v)Noticeboard renovation update. Cllr Thacker reported: Work in progress. Resolved: Noted.
vi)TWM Traffic Management: Update. Discussed at Agenda Item 6. Clerk had reported: When contacted to arrange an onsite meeting the TWM agent had advised that the directors board had decided to close the business and as such he would not be able to proceed with any site visit or quote for the Parish Council. Resolved: To be discussed further at the July meeting.
vii)Ultrafast Broadband update. Discussed at Agenda Item 6.Following Freedom Fibre (who won the government contract to deliver Project Gigabit to over 15,000 properties in Cheshire from 2025 onwards) carrying out initial survey work in the village they and the Government had mutually agreed to terminate the entire Cheshire contract. The official statement from BDUK- the Government department responsible for the contract says that they are moving swiftly to put in place alternative plans with other suppliers to connect premises that were due to be connected. However, to date, no further information had been forthcoming.
In better news, there had been progress on improvement to mobile network coverage with two new masts proposed at Tilston (planning approved) and Aldford (subject to planning) in the pipeline. It was hoped/anticipated that Churton would see vastly improved mobile phone and data coverage by the end of 2025. Resolved: Noted.
viii)Website: Update on progression. PC telephone contact. Resolved: Clerk to arrange an informal meeting of all members to discuss setting up of email addresses and use/population of website.
ix)Newsletter. A newsletter had been circulated late April covering updates on broadband, mobile network coverage, Neighbourhood Plan and VE Day Celebration plans.  Resolved: Noted.
11. Approval of Statutory Documents: 
i) Code of Conduct
ii)  Standing Orders
iii) Financial Regulations / Signatories (Cllrs Rudd and Thacker)
iv) Risk Assessment 
Noted: Approved unchanged.        Proposed: Cllr D Rudd     Seconded: Cllr K Cundill.
12. Accounts.
Resolved: That the payment of salaries and expenses, the payment of invoices for goods received and services rendered be approved and the receipts and balances be noted.
Proposed: Cllr D Rudd     Seconded: Cllr K Cundill
13. Annual Audit/Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR) 2024/2025
i) Noted: Internal Audit concluded by Hacker Young.
ii) Resolved: To approve Annual Statement of Accounts Part 1. Signed by Chairman.
and then
iii) Resolved: To approve Annual Statement of Accounts Part 2. Signed by Chairman.
iv) Resolved: To declare Smaller Authorities Exemption from external audit. Signed by Chairman.
v) Resolved: Appointment of Hacker Young as Internal Auditor for 2025/2026. 
Proposed: Cllr D Rudd     Seconded: Cllr P Thacker     Agreed by all.
14. Annual Insurance. 
Noted: Due and renewed March 2025. 
15. Planning Matters: Planning applications/decisions received by the Parish Council since/outstanding from the last meeting:
22/01578/FUL Edgerley Farm Edgerley Lane Churton New livestock shed for calf housing, extension to an existing livestock shed and extension to existing yard area and boundary fencing.
[bookmark: _Hlk187013959]24/03608/LBC Churton Hall Farm Pump Lane Churton by Aldford Conversion of agricultural barns to 10 no. dwellings with associated work space (Use Class 3) and offices (Use Class E (g)) and erect Care Farm hub building (Sui Generis use), with demolition of agricultural buildings and structures, formation of hardstanding’s, pedestrian routes and parking areas, formation of new access and driveway from Chester Road and landscaping and ancillary works.
24/03276/FUL Churton Hall Farm Pump Lane Churton by Aldford To convert agricultural barns to 10 no. dwellings with associated work space (Use Class 3) and offices (Use Class E (g)) and erect single storey Care Farm hub building (Sui Generis use), with demolition of agricultural buildings and structures, formation of hardstanding’s, pedestrian routes and parking areas, formation of new access and driveway from Chester Road and landscaping and ancillary works. 
New applications:   None.
Decisions: None.
Other: Neighbouring Parish application of note to Churton Parish Council:
Ref 24/00954/FUL The Barnyard Marsh Lane Kings Marsh Chester Retrospective planning application for conversion of existing building to a dwelling and construction of stable and manege (retrospective). Time limit for enforcement actions lapses December 2025. Resolved: Cllr Waddelove to ask for confirmation regarding the issue of an enforcement notice and also report concerns raised of toxic waste burning.
16. Neighbourhood Development Plan (NDP)
Four reports were tabled: Housing Needs Assessment, Natural Environment Report, Conservation Area Assessment, and the Churton Design Code (all circulated in advance of meeting to members to peruse). CWaC had their own County wide Design Code but the intention was that the Churton Design Code could be incorporated into it.
Timeline: Current status: CPC accepts the 4 reports. They are uploaded to the website. Residents are invited to view the reports via online or newsletter. Sub Committee then agree basic outline of the Neighbourhood Plan based on these reports and then ask PC to agree. Public meeting held to report and seek comments. Finalisation of Plan prior to an independent planning examination. If approved goes to a Referendum.
Resolved: Churton Parish Council voted to formally approve and adopt the April 2025 AECOM Churton Design Code. 
Reference a recommendation within the Heritage Report to extend the Conservation area Cllr Rudd agreed to feed back comments on garden of Churton Lodge, Stannage Lane / Knowle, Pump Cottage and Old Pump Cottage.
Cllr Cundill to forward heritage feature information for Edgerley to Cllr Rudd for inclusion in the reports.
i)Parish boundaries update: Marsh Lane: CWaC had written to advise that a Community Governance Review Committee had been arranged for 2 June 2025 to commence Churton Parish Councils request to have their boundary redrawn to include the CH3 6NG Marsh Lane properties which currently lay within the Farndon Parish Boundary.
Resolved: Noted.
17. Village Hall Update
Cllr Cundill reported: There had been no further progress with the play area initiative. He would contact Mike Dugine regarding possible Wi fi install at the hall. There had been a few parties and the marathon. Farndon School had made a booking. He would chase the grant application. Resolved: Noted. 
18. Correspondence. Notification received of the following:
i)TTRO Deva Triathlon 2025 1 June 2025: Resolved: Noted. 
ii)Revised date for Town and Parish Council Conference 16 July 2025. Resolved: Noted.
iii)Town and Parish Connections Online Meeting: Planning 22 May 2025 6pm to 7pm. Resolved: Noted.
iv) Farndon United Charities: Noted: Alyson Thacker had agreed to continue to represent Churton Parish Council. Thanks were expressed.
19. Standing Consideration of Highway Matters. 
i)Footpath across field/by barns behind Stannage Lane: Concern had been raised via the Clerk regarding accessibility over the field. CWaC PROW Officer had been onsite and reported back that everything was in order. Any paths that had been ploughed over would be reinstated as part of that work in progress. Resolved: Clerk to feed back to the PROW Officer that it was the PCs view that a PROW should always be accessible regardless of ploughing.
ii)Pump Lane sinkhole: Noted that the Clerk had written to CWaC to express concern that the sinkhole had still not been addressed. They had apologised for the delay and advised that investigations had now revealed the reason for the hole appearing and that they were in the process of identifying which service was responsible for the repair works. Resolved: Noted.
20. Date of next meeting: Tuesday 9 July 2025. 





