


CHURTON PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Meeting of the Council held at CHURTON VILLAGE HALL, on TUESDAY 11th November 2025 AT 7.30 PM.
Present:  Cllr D Rudd (Chair), Cllr P Thacker, Cllr L Green, Cllr C Shaw, Cllr N Holland, Cllr K Cundill, Cllr P Hadfield.
In Attendance: S Dawson Grosvenor Estate
                                                
1. Apologies for Absence: C Taylor (Clerk), Cllr N Holland, Borough Cllr Adrian Waddelove 
2. Declarations of Interest: N/A
3.Public Participation: N/A
4.  Police Update: PCSO McKevitt not in attendance. Report not received to circulate before meeting. 
i)Tri-annual Farndon Ward meeting initiative: PCSO McKevitt had offered to progress.  No further update.
Parish Councillors raised concerns about receiving only 2 minutes’ notice of Police Surgery in Farndon on 29 October. 
Cllr Shaw has contacted Cheshire Police to request further speed monitoring
5. Borough Councillors report. 
Cllr Waddelove sent apologies and circulated a written report in advance of the meeting.  This covered the recent first aid meetings, broadband, mobile phone mast, siding out, CWaC financial performance and devolution.  

6. Minutes of last meeting (9 September 2025).  Resolved as agreed.
Proposed: Cllr Cundill   Seconded: Cllr Green

7. Matters Arising
i)Defibrillator access/installation/positioning update:
Cllr Cundill reported: The new village defibrillator at The White Horse is now registered on the circuit and Jo Williams (General Manager) is the contact.  The White Horse management have agreed that it can be moved to the left of the main entrance to improve access.  
Resolved: Cllr Cundill to meet with the electrician to progress the relocation and lighting issue.   Cllr Cundill to remove the old defibrillator at the Village Hall as soon as possible to avoid any confusion.
Details of the new defibrillator have been posted on the Churton PC website and Cllr Shaw agreed to share via WhatsApp.  
Cllr Shaw gave feedback on first aid course delivery by Tattenhall First Responders: Three sessions had been arranged and, when completed, would have been attended by around 50 local residents.  Feedback has been excellent and Cllr Shaw was thanked for arranging them.  
Publicising the events on the two WhatsApp groups had been effective, however it is acknowledged that this doesn’t reach all residents and we should also aim to expand the email distribution list more widely.   
Resolved: all new village residents to receive a standard welcome letter from the parish council including an opportunity to provide their contact details for PC communications and/or join one of the WhatsApp groups.  
ii)Noticeboard renovation update: Cllr Thacker reported this was now complete.
[bookmark: _Hlk208356739]iii)Fibre broadband rollout update:  The working assumption (although not guaranteed) seems to be that Churton should now be included in the Openreach project.  Openreach are due to provide their data to BDUK later in November so we should know more after that.  The contract isn’t due to be signed until April 2026 – at which point a 3 year build programme will commence. 
iv) Wi-Fi install in village hall update:  Grant funding of £2k has been secured. Resolved: Cllr Cundill to contact Mike Dugine at CWaC to agree the most appropriate solution, recognising that this needs to be completed by March 2026.
v) Chester Road speeding: Traffic calming measures and deployment of community speed gun going forward:  A local resident has expressed a willingness to revive the community speed gun group.  
vi)Community Resilience Plan: Update following CWAC Emergency Planning Team member attendance at September meeting: Cllr Green reported that Julie Barnard had been back in touch to check progress.  She has provided a new template to the sub-group and has offered to review progress when appropriate.  The aim is to have a draft for CWAC to review in early 2026.  Resolved: Cllrs Green, Shaw & Holland to draft plan for review. 
vii) Purchase of Remembrance poppies and wreath going forward: Resolved that the Parish Council would take responsibility for the future purchase of lamp post poppies, a wreath and organising an annual event at the village memorial.  
8. Accounts
Resolved: That the payment of salaries and expenses, the payment of invoices for goods received and services rendered be approved.  Current balance at 7 November 2025 was £7825.23. 
9. Planning Matters Planning applications/decisions received by the Parish Council since/outstanding from the last meeting:
To note: Existing applications where decision still awaited:
22/01578/FUL Edgerley Farm Edgerley Lane Churton New livestock shed for calf housing, extension to an existing livestock shed and extension to existing yard area and boundary fencing.
[bookmark: _Hlk187013959]24/03608/LBC Churton Hall Farm Pump Lane Churton by Aldford Conversion of agricultural barns to 10 no. dwellings with associated work space (Use Class 3) and offices (Use Class E (g)) and erect Care Farm hub building (Sui Generis use), with demolition of agricultural buildings and structures, formation of hardstanding’s, pedestrian routes and parking areas, formation of new access and driveway from Chester Road and landscaping and ancillary works.
24/03276/FUL Churton Hall Farm Pump Lane Churton by Aldford To convert agricultural barns to 10 no. dwellings with associated work space (Use Class 3) and offices (Use Class E (g)) and erect single storey Care Farm hub building (Sui Generis use), with demolition of agricultural buildings and structures, formation of hardstanding’s, pedestrian routes and parking areas, formation of new access and driveway from Chester Road and landscaping and ancillary works. 
New applications:   None received.
Decisions: 
Approved:25/01541/S73 Old Hall Cottage Pump Lane Churton by Aldford Demolition of existing side extension and garage extension, and erection of new side extension and outbuilding extension – variation of condition 2 (approved drawings) of 24/03197/FUL.
Approved:25/02224/FUL The Cottage Chester Road Churton by Aldford Two storey side extension.
Application in neighbouring Parish of Farndon of interest to Churton Parish: REFUSALS:24/00954 The Barnyard Marsh Lane Kings Marsh Chester CH3 6NG Retrospective planning application for conversion of existing building to a dwelling and construction of stable and manege. (Refusal decision issued 31 January 2025). PP- 12623460. Enforcement notice issued during October 2025 with 9 months to comply. Dates to be confirmed. 
Councillors queried the grounds for enforcement action and timescales given above as they seem to contradict official entries on the CWAC Planning Portal.    The enforcement entry (case ref 23/00038/ENTPLN) on the Portal states that the reason for enforcement is because “the massing and height of the workshop and haystore appears higher than approved”.  This enforcement notice was served on 4 November 2025 with 5 March 2027 (16 months) given as the date to comply.    There does not appear to be any enforcement against the current residential use.    
Resolved: Clerk to clarify with the enforcement officer and ascertain what actions have been requested of the applicant to ensure compliance.   
10. Neighbourhood Development Plan (NDP)
Cllr Hadfield reported:  The group has started to draft the policies with the support of an ex planning officer.  The main challenge is ensuring the policies are robust whilst keeping the plan concise enough to be useable in decision making.  The next meeting of the sub-group is planned for 17 November.
11. Village Hall Update
Cllr Cundill reported: There had been several events recently including use for the Chester Marathon.  However the hall had been left in a mess after the marathon.  Resolved: that event organisers need to be reminded that it is their responsibility to leave the hall as they found it. 
No recent update on the play area proposals.  
Further renovations, including the kitchen and a replacement shed, are dependent on future funding rounds.  
Resolved:  Cllr Cundill to follow up play area progress.

12. Correspondence.
Circulated on email by Clerk between meetings.

13. Standing Consideration of Highway Matters 
i) No entry signs Pump Lane: Cllr Shaw raised the issue that vehicles are increasingly seen going the wrong way up Pump Lane, ignoring the current no-entry/one-way signs and trying to turn out onto Chester Rd.   This includes vehicles turning left out of Walnut Croft.  
2) Cllrs raised concerns about several near misses at the junction of Hob Lane and Chester Rd.  Vehicles travelling in or out of the single track section cannot see each other until it is too late.  Consequently drivers are often required to make dangerous manoeuvres or reverse back onto the main road.  The problem has worsened since the White Horse became popular and drivers are mistaking Hob Lane for the car park entrance.   It was suggested that making Hob Lane one-way out to the main road could alleviate the problem. 
Resolved: Clerk to contact Highways to raise both issues.  
Cllr Rudd reported back from an online seminar he had attended with CWaC Highways.   The department is now focusing on trying to pre-emp problems with preventative maintenance eg. surface dressing.   They have also taken on two additional engineers (one focused on bridges) and are reviewing their approach to pot-hole repairs to address concerns about repeat visits to potholes in close proximity.  
14. Date of next meeting: Tuesday 13 January 2026 at 7.30pm at Churton Village Hall. 





