


CHURTON PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Meeting of the Council held at CHURTON VILLAGE HALL, on TUESDAY 9th September 2025 AT 7.30 PM.
Present:  Cllr P Thacker (Chair), Cllr L Green, Cllr C Shaw, Cllr N Holland, Cllr K Cundill, Cllr P Hadfield (co-opted at this meeting).
In Attendance: J Barnard CWAC Emergency Planning Team, E Barnston, S Dawson Grosvenor Estate, 1 member of the public, C Taylor (Clerk).
                                                
1. Apologies for Absence: Cllr D Rudd, Borough Cllr A Waddelove, A Farbon Grosvenor Estate.
2. Co-option of Councillor: Peter Hadfield was formally co-opted to the position of Councillor for Churton Parish Councillor and duly signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office. Notification of Members Interests declaration also served on Mr Hadfield (to be returned to the Clerk following the meeting).
Members welcomed Cllr Hadfield to the Parish Council and looked forward to working and serving the community with him. 
3. Declarations of Interest: None.
4.Public Participation: 
i)Ed Barnston reminded members that the Farndon Soapbox Derby was taking place 14 September 2025 and outlined parking arrangements. Resolved: Noted.
ii)Ed Barnston confirmed that he had already requested for the hedges to be cut back Farndon to Churton on the left-hand side and that Stannage Lane hedges had already been cut. Resolved: noted and thanks expressed.
iii)Resident raised concerns regarding the state of the pavement Stannage Lane to The White Horse with debris and an adverse camber making walking along there dangerous.
Resolved: Clerk to report to Highways and to raise with Cllr Waddelove to see if any ‘siding out’ could be done at this location.
iv)Resident raised concerns regarding persistent speeding through the village: Resolved: Issue to continue to be discussed at item 6(i) and reviewed on future agendas.
v)Resident raised complaint that their driveway/access had recently been blocked for over 2 hours by village hall event attendees. Resolved: Cllr Cundill would make sure that in future the booking form would stipulate that people must not block nearby access points/drives and arrange for cones to be put out as a further deterrent. To also let resident have a list of any future hall bookings should they want to put out their own deterrents.
5. Community Resilience Plan: CWaC Officer Julie Barnard from the Emergency Planning Team was in attendance to advise on the making of a Churton Parish Council Resilience Plan. Her department addressed both community and societal resilience and worked alongside multi agencies, advice to the Parish Council was  community resilience based. A template had been forwarded prior to the meeting and her advice was to work through it filling in anything that was felt to be relevant to Churton and then to send it on to her and she would return a finished refined document.
Cllrs shared concerns regarding Churtons resilience when experiencing frequent power outages. Resolved: To send Julie the contact details of the Scottish Power representatives that had attended a previous CPC meeting following the December 2024 storm Darragh and she would follow up for a progress report on mitigation plans.
The need to identify any vulnerable individuals in the community was also raised, in particular how to go about capturing that information. Resolved: To put an article on the Parish website/newsletter inviting residents to share this information and also sign posting them to the priority register to which anyone can sign up to to ensure they receive the support they need during times of crisis or loss of utility supplies/services.
Members expressed thanks to the officer for taking the time to attend the meeting and for the help and information to facilitate the parish council progressing with their efforts to draw together a meaningful ad relevant plan.
6. Police Update: PCSO McKevitt not in attendance. Report not received to circulate before meeting. 
i) Deployment of community speed gun: Cllr Shaw had asked Cheshire Police to carry out some speed gun work in Churton. Resolved: CPC to follow progress of Farndon Parish Councils renewed community speed gun sessions and discuss future deployment in Churton at the next meeting.
7. Borough Councillors report. 
Cllr Waddelove was not in attendance but had forwarded a report prior to the meeting:
i)Over 200 residents had attended a recent village meeting in Farndon on planning issues. The Head of CWaC Planning had given a very thorough explanation of the issues facing the borough, namely the recent quadrupling of Cheshire Wests housing targets from 500 per year to 2000 per year by the government.
Many residents had responded to the local plan options and issues consultation which has now closed.
The options assessed potential outcomes relating to future housebuilding in and around Farndon ranging from 500 (best case scenario) to 1500 over the next 15 years. It was likely that the outcome would be the lower range of houses stated but there were no guarantees.
CWaC may also seek to increase the level of houses outside stated ‘key service centres’ as defined by the last Local Plan if land was not available. This could see places like Churton targeted instead.
It was noted that Churton Parish Council had submitted a response to the consultation.
ii)Devolution: Plans had stalled somewhat as a vote was expected in July despite an announcement that both Cheshire east and Warrington Council had both received Best Value Notices setting out concerns about their ability to achieve its Best Value Duty. There was a requirement for them to take specific actions to improve their services and achieve better value for money, report on improvement plans and engage directly with the department.
The timescale had been shifted back to so that a mayoral election would not now happen until May 2027 instead of May 2026 in line with local elections in both Cheshire West Cheshire East. This would result in a £2.5m saving for local residents.
iii)Defibrillator: He had been pleased to be able to support local residents and the Parish Council via the purchase of a new defibrillator for the community. Members expressed their thanks for this funding.
iv)Churton Road: He had requested that Churton Road be added to a ‘quick win’ scheme for ‘siding out’ – clearing debris from the pavement – to allow better access for residents going to and from Churton and Farndon.
v)Internet connectivity: He continued to receive queries from residents relating to the issue but there was not much to update and without additional government support targeting semi-rural areas there didn’t seem much positive news to share.
Cllr Green advised that she had spoken to Mike Dugine, CWAC Digital Sector Specialist, who had advised that he was expecting an update in November from BDUK (Building Digital UK). Ed Barnston reiterated the importance of connectivity, especially in the context of emergency planning as discussed earlier in the meeting, and requested that planning be asked to expedite applications for the masts at Tilston and Aldford.
Cllr Cundill reported that a grant for Wi-Fi at the hall had been approved with funds of £2k awaited to place an order. Cllr Shaw asked if Starlink could then be considered. Resolved: Cllr Cundill would look into the possibility.
8. Minutes of last meeting (13 May 2025).  Resolved as agreed.
Proposed: Cllr C Shaw    Seconded: Cllr K Cundill
9. Matters Arising
i)Defibrillator installation update: Cllr Cundill reported: The new defibrillator and cabinet was now stored at The White Horse awaiting installation by the pub’s electrician. To be located on the red bricked front of the building to the left of the ‘horsebox.’ Once installed it would be necessary to log it on The Circuit, deliver training, and nominate someone from the pub as the custodian. The new installation site would need to be publicised and the old defibrillator sited at the village hall decommissioned. Eaton Estate to be notified to update their defibrillator location map. Resolved: Clerk to ask Tattenhall First Responders if they would host a First Aid training course at the village hall for residents.
ii)Noticeboard renovation update: Cllr Thacker reported that 75% of the renovation was complete.
[bookmark: _Hlk208356739]iii)Fibre broadband rollout update: Discussed at item 7(v).
iv) Wi-Fi install in village hall update: Discussed at item 7(v).
v)Website and email address migration: Update on progression. Cllr Green and the Clerk had met over the summer to look at further population of the website and progress had been made. All Cllrs were now using their gov.uk email addresses with the exception of 2 Cllrs who would migrate with immediate effect.
vi)Newsletter: Cllr Green reported that distribution of the newsletter was affected by the new website and it was resolved that the PC would subscribe to the Zoho Campaigns customizable email marketing platform which would enable mass distribution. Resolved: Clerk would register CPC with ICO. Clerk to be appointed data controller.
vii)To receive costing for additional dog waste bin for Edgerley/Pump Lane junction. Cllr Shaw reported that she had found a suitable bin for £138 plus postage. Resolved:  Cllr Shaw to forward details and Clerk to purchase. Bin to be sited at the edge of Pump Lane/ Edgerley/ Marsh Lane with Cllrs being responsible for their upkeep/emptying. Proposed: Cllr C Shaw     Seconded: Cllr P Thacker.
viii) Chester Road speeding: To further discuss traffic calming measures. Discussed at item 6(i).
10. Accounts
Resolved: That the payment of salaries and expenses, the payment of invoices for goods received and services rendered be approved.  Current balance at 9 September 2025 was £8458.92.
11. Planning Matters Planning applications/decisions received by the Parish Council since/outstanding from the last meeting:
To note: Existing applications where decision still awaited:
22/01578/FUL Edgerley Farm Edgerley Lane Churton New livestock shed for calf housing, extension to an existing livestock shed and extension to existing yard area and boundary fencing.
[bookmark: _Hlk187013959]24/03608/LBC Churton Hall Farm Pump Lane Churton by Aldford Conversion of agricultural barns to 10 no. dwellings with associated work space (Use Class 3) and offices (Use Class E (g)) and erect Care Farm hub building (Sui Generis use), with demolition of agricultural buildings and structures, formation of hardstanding’s, pedestrian routes and parking areas, formation of new access and driveway from Chester Road and landscaping and ancillary works.
24/03276/FUL Churton Hall Farm Pump Lane Churton by Aldford To convert agricultural barns to 10 no. dwellings with associated work space (Use Class 3) and offices (Use Class E (g)) and erect single storey Care Farm hub building (Sui Generis use), with demolition of agricultural buildings and structures, formation of hardstanding’s, pedestrian routes and parking areas, formation of new access and driveway from Chester Road and landscaping and ancillary works. 
New applications:   
25/01836/CAT Dairy Barns Chester Road Churton by Aldford 2 x Cedars (T1 and T2) - fell. Lime trees and Chestnut (G1) to side of road - crown lift to approx. 5.5m to clear path and road. Reduce height by 1.5/2 m. 1 x Birch and 1 x ash (G2) – reduce height by 2m and reduce limbs over garden.1 x Robinia – fell.
25/01541/S73 Old Hall Cottage Pump Lane Churton by Aldford Demolition of existing side extension and garage extension, and erection of new side extension and outbuilding extension – variation of condition 2 (approved drawings) of 24/03197/FUL.
25/02285/CAT School House Stannage Lane Churton by Aldford Weeping Willow (5410) – Reduce extended branch south by 3m to maintain clearance.
25/02224/FUL The Cottage Chester Road Churton by Aldford Two storey side extension.
Decisions: None.
12. Neighbourhood Development Plan (NDP)
Cllr Hadfield reported: A drop-in session for residents was planned for 13th September as part of the public consultation, the group had commenced writing the policies and now needed to develop with appropriate justification to be followed by a further consultation.
i)Community Governance Review: Parish boundary update: Marsh Lane: The Community Governance Review Committee had met and appeared to be in favour of the boundary change with their minute referencing ‘working through the process with expected completion by May 2027 to tie in with the next elections’.
Resolved: Noted.
13. Village Hall/Play Area Update
Cllr Cundill reported: Various parties had taken place over the summer, there was an upcoming charity event and hospitality for the marathon planned.
i)Play area initiative: No further progress.
Resolved: Noted.
14. Correspondence.
i) A reminder received from Eaton Estate of the requirement for parishioners to keep to public rights of way with an easily accessible map on the CWaC website Public Map Viewer available. There had been several instances around Churton where this was not the case including one stretch off Lower Lane where a hedge had been cut out to skirt round a locked field gate, The boundary would be reinstated with fencing and it was hoped that there would be no further damage.
Resolved: Noted and the Public Map Viewer to be put on the Parish Council website.
ii)TTRO in place to accommodate Chester Marathon to take place 5 October 2025:  Resolved: Noted.
15. Standing Consideration of Highway Matters 
i) Report of Lower Lane track being overgrown: Annabel Farbon, Eaton Estate had advised that the surface of the public right of way was CWaCs responsibility to cut but was unsure whether they had had any joy getting their contractor to progress the mowing regime this year. It would be cut as part of the Estate’s autumn programme. Resolved: Noted. 
ii)Request for a passing place on Stannage Lane: members discussed the issue and determined that increased speed on the lane, especially by delivery drivers, was more problematic than increased traffic and that it was not feasible to introduce more passing places. Resolved: No further action.
iii)Notification from CWaC of Highway works: Complaint was raised that previously 7 days’ notice had been given of any impending works but lately this had been reduced to 24 hours’ notice on occasions. Resolved: Noted and to monitor.
16. Date of next meeting: Tuesday 11 November 2025 at 7.30pm at Churton Village Hall. 





